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Prelude 
●  Data visualization is an important part of how we look at hockey analytics. 
●  Every piece of data tells a story and “data viz” allows us to look at it in a different light.  
●  We need to provide the tools and teachings to those who want to learn - break down the barrier 

between the analytics community and average fans. (Hockey analytics should be for everyone.) 
 

●  Covering: 
○  What is Data Visualization 
○  Choosing Your Story 
○  Knowing Your Audience 
○  Bridging the Gap 



What is Data Visualization? 

●  Term that describes any effort to help people 
understand the significance of data by placing it in a 
visual context. 

 
●  Combines multiple data points onto one page.  







Why do we use Data Viz? 
●  Identify patterns 

○  Patterns, trends and correlations that might go undetected in text-based data can be exposed 
and recognized easier with data visualization software. 

○  Make large data sets understandable 
○  People can “read” visualizations easier than columns and rows of numbers. 

 

●  Multiview analysis 
○  Two analysts, same data, different conclusions. 
○  Different leveled audiences. 



Choose Your Story 

●  Where is your data coming from? 
○  NHL itself  
○  Individual stats sites 
○  Tracking projects 

 

●  What story are you telling? 



Knowing Your Audience  

●  Importance  
 

●  Social Media 
 

●  Narratives 



Categories of Audiences 

1.  Novice - Brand new to hockey and hockey analytics. 

2.  Generalist - Everyday fans 

3.  Managerial - In depth, low-level interest in stats 

4.  Expert - Extreme details -  analysts 

5.  Executive - NHL GMs, front offices. 



Bridging the Gap 
●  Why  

 

●  Roadblocks  
○  The Language Barrier 



Bad Data vs Trial & Error 





























Conclusion 

●  Good data will tell good stories! 
 

●  Be accessible and open! 
 

●  Be creative! 
 

●  Follow @HockeyStatsCA on Twitter.  



Resources 
●  All 3 Zones Project 

○  https://allthreezonesblog.wordpress.com/
2015/09/16/all-three-zones-project-now-
available/ 

●  The Passing Project 
○  https://hockey-graphs.com/2016/09/06/

weighted-shot-rates-based-on-the-
passing-project/ 

●  Tape to Tape Project 
○  https://hockey-graphs.com/2018/01/02/an-

introduction-to-new-tracking-technology/ 

 

★  HockeyStats.CA 
★  Corsica.Hockey 
★  NaturalStatTrick.Com 
★  HockeyViz.Com 


